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DIPLOMA, ENGLISH LANGUAGE 'ELECTIVE', SEMESTER ONE, 15T SESSION 2013/2014
READING 1 (Items 1-8) [8 marks]

Read the text. Are the statements True or False?
For each item, shade in the bubble () next to the correct option.

Darvaza is only a small village in the Karakum Desert in Turkmenistan, but it
has recently become one of the leading tourist attractions in the country. In
the late sixties, a team of geologists were sent there to look for gas and oil.
Eventually, in March 1971, they found a rich source of gas. They quickly set up
a drilling rig, and operations began.

However, almost immediately, disaster occurred when the ground beneath the
drilling rig suddenly collapsed, causing a huge hole, 100 metres wide and 40
metres deep. Fortunately, no lives were lost, but large quantities of methane
gas were released into the atmosphere. The geologists decided to set the gas
on fire in order to burn it off. They thought this would only take a few days, and
would be cheaper than using expensive equipment to try to capture the gas.
Unfortunately, having started the fire, they couldn’t stop it burning — and it is
still burning now, over forty years later!

Not surprisingly, many of the local people left and the area became desolate.
But then, in April 2011, something amazing happened. The National Geographic
TV channel produced a documentary about the place, called ‘The Door To Hell'.
Viewers around the world were stunned by the dramatic pictures of the huge
hole and the burning gas glowing spectacularly in the dark. And since then,
Darvaza has become a major tourist attraction — a must-see destination for
any visitor to Turkmenistan!

Statements True False
1. Darvaza is in a remote area of Turkmenistan. O O
2. Oil was found there in the early 1970s. O O
3. In 1971, a huge hole suddenly appeared. O O
4., Forty people were killed in the disaster. O O
5. The fire started by accident. O O
6. Engineers finally succeeded in putting it out. O O
7. Darvaza was made famous by a film. O O
8. The best time for tourists to see the place is at night. O O
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DIPLOMA, ENGLISH LANGUAGE 'ELECTIVE', SEMESTER ONE, 15" SESSION 2013/2014
READING 2 (Items 9-14) [12 marks]

Read the text. Then complete the task.

George was a carefree tourist looking forward to a wonderful holiday. As he
stepped out of an airport taxi in front of his hotel, three policemen suddenly
ran towards him. They were waving guns and shouting at him in Spanish. Then

they put handcuffs on his wrists, pushed him into a waiting police car.

At the police station, nobody could speak a word of English, and George was
put in into a small cell without knowing what crime he had committed. He sat

down on the bed, unable to believe what was happening.

Through the bars of the tiny window in his cell, he watched the evening sky
getting dark. Suddenly, the door opened. Two policemen grabbed his arms and
led him into a small room. The room was empty except for a wooden table
with a telephone on it. Then a tall man in a smart uniform entered the room
and the other two men stood to attention. The man, obviously a senior officer,
spoke to George in English. George felt relieved at finding someone who he
could understand. But then, when he understood what the man was actually
saying, his feelings changed to shock and fear. The officer was accusing him of

a robbery which had happened a week before.

George started to protest, saying that this couldn’t be true, as he had only just
arrived a few hours ago, and had never been to Mexico before. At that moment,
the telephone rang and the officer had a long conversation. Finally, he put the
telephone down and apologised to George. It had all been a case of mistaken
identity — the robber was someone else. He then showed George to the door

and told him he could leave.

George stepped into the warm night air, still in a state of shock, but grateful
that it was all over. The next morning, after a sleepless night at the hotel, he

was on the first plane home. He was no longer in the mood for a holiday!
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DIPLOMA, ENGLISH LANGUAGE 'ELECTIVE’, SEMESTER ONE, 15" SESSION 2013/2014

READING 2 (cont’d)

For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS).

9. Why was George in Mexico?

10. Where was he when he was arrested?

11. What did the police think he had done?

12. What finally convinced the police chief that George was innocent?

13. How many nights did George spend at the police station?

14. What did he do the next day?

3
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DIPLOMA, ENGLISH LANGUAGE 'ELECTIVE', SEMESTER ONE, 15" SESSION 2013/2014
WRITING 1 [10 marks]

Write a PARAGRAPH about Jack Sparrow. Use the picture and ALL the
information in the box. Your writing should be correct and well-organized.

Jack Sparrow

later/ captain/ own ship/ ‘The Black Pearl’
father/ famous pirate
escape/ dangerous situations
'Pirates of the Caribbean’/ 2003
grow up/ pirate ship
clever/ funny
look for/gold/ silver

popular character/ adventure film
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DIPLOMA, ENGLISH LANGUAGE 'ELECTIVE', SEMESTER ONE, 15" SESSION 2013/2014
WRITING 2 [10 marks]

Complete the following task. Write at least 75 words.

Situation: Imagine that you are Badr/Badriya. You have just received this e-mail:

Hi Badr/Badriya!

I saw your advert in the newspaper, and I am interested in buying your
collection of old coins and banknotes. Could you please give me more
information about it? I would also like to meet you to see the collection
Can you suggest a time and place?

Best wishes,

Nasser/ Nasra

Write an e-mail in response.

Your writing should be clear, friendly and informative.
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DIPLOMA, ENGLISH LANGUAGE 'ELECTIVE', SEMESTER ONE, 15 SESSION 2013/2014
WRITING 3 [15 marks]

Complete the following task. Write at least 100 words.

Write a story which ends with the words:
“"As I watched them leave, my heart was filled with sadness.”

Your writing should be lively and interesting.
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DIPLOMA, ENGLISH LANGUAGE 'ELECTIVE', SEMESTER ONE, 15 SESSION 2013/2014
WRITING 4 [15 marks]

Write at least 100 words on the following topic:
‘The pros and cons of having private lessons after school’

Your writing should be well-organized and interesting.
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DIPLOMA, ENGLISH LANGUAGE 'ELECTIVE', SEMESTER ONE, 15T SESSION 2013/2014

END OF THE EXAMINATION
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READING 1 (8 mks)

READING 2 (12 mks)

TRUE FALSE

1 o o
2. o =
3. & o
4 o -
5. L o
6. <o =
7. =] o
8 &= o

9. (on) holiday/ (on) vacation / tourism/ as a tourist

10. (in front of his) hotel/ (outside his) hotel/ (at his) hotel
11. robbery / theft / stealing

12. phone call/ telephone call

13. none/zero/0

14. went home/ flew home / left Mexico / left the country

Notes: One mark each.
Responses must be indicated

cleary.

Notes: Two marks each. Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is
not required, but answers must be clearly and convincingly correct.
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WRITING (GENERAL NOTES)

The wording of the descriptors in the relevant Rating Scale should form the basis of all
decisions (and discussions) on the marks to be awarded.

There may well be different individual ways of approaching a task or interpreting a picture (or set
of pictures), but a basic requirement for all answers is that they are relevant.

If answers are clearly not relevant and the student has clearly not attempted the task that was
set, no marks should be awarded.

However, if a student has genuinely attempted the task, but their answer is only partly
relevant, then a reduced mark (not zero) should be awarded.

WRITING 1 (10 mks)

— Presents all the information™ fully and clearly.

10 - Wiriting is well-organised and coherent. Only minor language errors.
g |~ Presents most of the information® clearly enough.

— Language is mostly correct, despite a few noticeable errors.
g |~ Presents a reasonable amount of information®, but with some gaps or lack of clarity.

— Language is reasonably correct, but writing sometimes lacks coherence.

— Manages to present only a limited amount of information®; important points are missing or
4 unclear.

— Language contains frequent errors, some of which obscure meaning.
5 A very feeble attempt at the task, presenting very little information®.

— Language used is extremely limited and/or seriously distorted.

No attempt at the task: EITHER Irrelevant (Not related to the picture or to the information
0 | provided) OR Just copied from the Q-paper OR Hardly any writing at all, or not written in

English OR Complete nonsense.

* See both the picture and the information points provided.




'?:'f{iage 30f5

Diploma, English ‘Elective’, Sem. 1, 2013/14, 1"Session: Marking Guicﬁi;_ _; '

WRITING 2 (10 mks)

— Impact on intended reader is positive.

— Wiriting clearly succeeds in achieving its purpose.

- Uses language which is appropriate to the reader and context.

— A fair range of structures and vocabulary, with a good level of accuracy.

10

— Impact on intended reader is fairly positive.

— Wiriting has reasonable success in achieving its purpose.

— There are clear attempts to use language appropriate to the reader and context.
— Grammar and vocabulary are reasonably correct, though limited in range.

— Impact on intended reader is mixed.

— Wiriting has partially achieved its main purpose, but:

- Some of the language used is inappropriate to the reader and context.

- There is a noticeable lack of accuracy in the use of grammar and vocabulary.

— Impact on intended reader is rather negative.

— Wiriting only has very limited success in achieving its purpose.

- There is little evidence of any attempt to use appropriate language.
- Grammar/Vocabulary contain frequent serious errors.

— Impact on intended reader is very negative.

— Wiriting clearly fails to achieve its intended purpose.

- There is little evidence of any attempt to use appropriate language.
— The language used is extremely limited and/or seriously distorted.

No attempt at the task: EITHER Irrelevant. (Completely unrelated to the task/ instructions)
OR Hardly any writing at all, or not written in English. OR Complete nonsense.

Note 1: The task is to write an e-mail, so students must include a greeting at the start and a closing at
the end. If they do not, they will lose marks. PROCEDURE: Each marker marks the content of the
e-mail according to the Rating Scale — then, if either the greeting or the closing are missing, deduct
two marks from the content-score.

Note 2: No marks should be awarded or deducted for the address. Any addresses should be ignored.
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WRITING 3 (15 mks)

15

— Tells the story fully and clearly, in a lively, interesting way, providing ap.ﬁ-raﬁriate details.
- The text is coherent and easy to read. Not many language errors.

12

— Telis the story clearly enough, but writing lacks interest for the reader.
- There are several noticeable language errors and the text sometimes lacks coherence.

— Manages to convey the main outline of the story, but only in a limited way.
— Language used is limited in range and/or contains quite frequent errors.

— An attempt is made to tell the story, but important points are either missing or unclear.
— Language used is very limited and/or contains many serious errors.

— A very feeble attempt to tell the story. Very little relevant content.
— Language used is extremely limited and/or seriously distorted.

No attempt at the task: EITHER Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the topic/ task/ instructions)

OR Hardly any writing at all, or not written in English. OR Complete nonsense.

WRITING 4 (15 mks)

15

— Discusses the topic in a lively, interesting way, making effective use of supporting arguments.
— The points made by the writer are logically organised and very clear.
— Makes use of a fair range of structures and vocabulary, with a good level of accuracy.

12

- Discusses the topic reasonably well, but use of supporting arguments is not fully effective.
— The points made by the writer are reasonably well organized and mostly clear.
— Use of grammar and vocabulary is reasonably correct, though rather limited in range.

— Expresses opinions with some use of supporting arguments, but only in a limited way.
— The writer makes an attempt to organise his/her points, but this is only partly effective.
— There is a noticeable lack of accuracy in the use of grammar and vocabulary.

— Makes an attempt to discuss the topic, but the result is unconvincing and clearly inadequate.
— Weak organization makes it difficult to follow the points being made by the writer.
— Grammar and vocabulary contain frequent serious errors.

— A very feeble attempt to discuss the topic. Very little relevant content.
— The points made by the writer are confused and disjointed.
- The language used is extremely limited and/or seriously distorted.

No attempt at the task: EITHER Irrelevant. (Completely unrelated to the topic)
OR Hardly any writing at all, or not written in English. OR Complete nonsense.
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ARRIVING AT FINAL SCORES

READING: In this section, all student responses are of the objectively-marked, right-or-wrong type. So
there should never be any discrepancies in the marks awarded.

There are two different procedures for ensuring that no such discrepancies occur:

1) No action required: With (machine-marked) ‘Multiple Choice’, '‘Matching’ or True/False’ items —
i.e. in RDG 1 — discrepancies are automatically excluded by the ePen marking system.

2y Action required: With ‘short answer' items, where the student has to write something down —
i.e. in RDG 2 — there may be (accidental) discrepancies in the scores awarded by the two
markers. The Supervisor/Adjudicator should be on the lookout for any such discrepancies, and if
they occur, should read the students’ response and award the correct mark.

WRITING: In all four tasks, student responses are independently marked by two markers using their
judgement, according to the wording of the Rating Scales provided.. As a result, differences may
sometimes occur between the two scores awarded.

In such cases, there are two possible procedures:

1) Acceptable differences: If — as in most cases — the difference between the two scores is
small, i.e. just one level, the Supervisor/Adjudicator is not required to read the student’s
response. The system will automatically produce the mathematical average of the two scores
[ Note: However, if, for some reason, this has not happened, the Supervisor/Adjudicator
should do the relevant calculation (See below®) ].

2) Unacceptable differences: However, if the difference between the two scores is substantial,
i.e. more than one level, the Supervisor/Adjudicator must read the student’s response and,
after due consideration, decide on an appropriate mark.

* CALCULATION OF AVERAGES:

WRT 1 WRT 2 WRT 3 WRT 4
Pair of Final Pair of Final Pair of Final Pair of Final
scores | score scores score scores score scores score
10/8 9 10/8 9 15712 13% 15112 13%
8/6 7 8/6 T 12/9 10% 1279 10%
6/4 5 6/4 5 9/6 T 9/6 7%
4/2 3 4]2 3 6/3 4% 613 4%
2/0 1 2/0 1 3/0 13 3/0 1%

IMPORTANT NOTE: As in previous years, individual markers should only award the marks specified
in the relevant Rating Scale* (as in 'pair of scores’ above). 'Half-marks’ or 'in-between marks' (as in final
score’ above) can only be awarded when two (differing) individual marks are combined by the
Supervisor/ Adjudicator (see 'Acceptable differences’).

[* Note: This means that, even though the computer screen shows all the possible final scores,
individual markers should only use those scores which are mentioned in the scale.]




