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READING 1  (Items 1-8)            [8 marks]

Read the text.  Are the statements True or False?
For each item, shade in the bubble    next to the correct option. 

Darvaza is only a small village in the Karakum Desert in Turkmenistan, but it 
has recently become one of the leading tourist attractions in the country. In 
the late sixties, a team of geologists were sent there to look for gas and oil. 
Eventually, in March 1971, they found a rich source of gas. They quickly set up 
a drilling rig, and operations began.

However, almost immediately, disaster occurred when the ground beneath the 
drilling rig suddenly collapsed, causing a huge hole, 100 metres wide and 40 
metres deep. Fortunately, no lives were lost, but large quantities of methane 
gas were released into the atmosphere. The geologists decided to set the gas 

would be cheaper than using expensive equipment to try to capture the gas. 

still burning now, over forty years later!  

But then, in April 2011, something amazing happened. The National Geographic 
TV channel produced a documentary about the place, called ‘The Door To Hell
Viewers around the world were stunned by the dramatic pictures of the huge 
hole and the burning gas glowing spectacularly in the dark. And since then, 

any visitor to Turkmenistan! 

          Statements       True       False

1. Darvaza is in a remote area of Turkmenistan.  

2. Oil was found there in the early 1970s.  

3. In 1971, a huge hole suddenly appeared.  

4. Forty people were killed in the disaster.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8. The best time for tourists to see the place is at night.  
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READING 2  (Items 9-14)                    [12 marks]

Read the text. Then complete the task. 

George was a carefree tourist looking forward to a wonderful holiday. As he 

stepped out of an airport taxi in front of his hotel, three policemen suddenly 

ran towards him. They were waving guns and shouting at him in Spanish. Then 

they put handcuffs on his wrists, pushed him into a waiting police car.

At the police station, nobody could speak a word of English, and George was 

put in into a small cell without knowing what crime he had committed. He sat 

down on the bed, unable to believe what was happening. 

Through the bars of the tiny window in his cell, he watched the evening sky 

getting dark. Suddenly, the door opened. Two policemen grabbed his arms and 

led him into a small room. The room was empty except for a wooden table 

with a telephone on it. Then a tall man in a smart uniform entered the room 

could understand.  But then, when he understood what the man was actually 

a robbery which had happened a week before.

arrived a few hours ago, and had never been to Mexico before. At that moment, 

telephone down and apologised to George. It had all been a case of mistaken 

and told him he could leave.

George stepped into the warm night air, still in a state of shock, but grateful 

that it was all over. The next morning, after a sleepless night at the hotel, he 
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READING 2 (cont’d)

For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS).

9.     Why was George in Mexico?

     ÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁ

10.    Where was he when he was arrested?
 

     ÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁ

11.    What did the police think he had done?

      ÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁ

12.
 

     ÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁ

13.    How many nights did George spend at the police station?

      ÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁ

14.    What did he do the next day?
 

   ÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁÁ
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WRITING 1                [10 marks]

Write a PARAGRAPH about Jack Sparrow. Use the picture and ALL the 
information in the box. Your writing should be correct and well-organized.

Jack Sparrow

father/ famous pirate

escape/ dangerous situations

grow up/ pirate ship

clever/ funny              

 look for/gold/ silver
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WRITING 2               [10 marks]

Complete the following task. Write at least 75 words.

Situation:

 

Hi Badr/Badriya! 

 I saw your advert in the newspaper, and I am interested in buying your 

 information about it?  I would also like to meet you to see the collection 

 Best wishes,

 Nasser/ Nasra 

Write an e-mail in response.

 Your writing should be clear, friendly and informative.
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WRITING 3               [15 marks]

Complete the following task. Write at least 100 words.

Write a story which ends with the words: 

Your writing should be lively and interesting.
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 WRITING 4             [15 marks]

Write at least 100 words on the following topic:
   

  ‘The pros and cons of having private lessons after school’

Your writing should be well-organized and interesting.
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