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READING 1 (Items 1 - 8) [8 marks]

Read the text. Are the statements True or False?
For each item, shade in the bubble () under the correct option.

Back in 1920, a tourist resort was set up on the shore of Lake Epecuen in the south
of Argentina. It had hotels with accommodation for 25,000 visitors, and a railway
connection to the capital city, Buenos Aires. But its biggest attraction was the lake
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itself, whose salty waters were famous for their medical powers. For centuries, people
had gone there to bathe in its waters, hoping for a cure from various aches and pains.

For many years, Epecuen was a highly successful tourist hotspot. But then, in
November 1985, disaster struck. Heavy rain caused the earthen dam protecting
the village to burst. The whole area was flooded with 10 metres of water, and
1,500 people were forced to leave their homes. Most of them moved to Carhua,

another village on the shores of the lake, and set up a new tourist resort there.

For years, Epecuen was completely covered by water. But then something amazing
happened. In the 2000s, there was a series of unusually hot, dry summers, and the
level of the lake water gradually went down. By 2009, the streets and buildings
of the ruined resort could be seen again, covered in white salt, but looking like a
Hollywood film-set from a disaster movie. Since then, the place has attracted more
and more tourists, keen to see the strange ruins of the abandoned ‘ghost town'.

Statements | True False |

1. Sick people went to Epecuen for its hot springs. O @)
2. They used to travel there by train.

3. The resort was successful for more than sixty years.
4. It was destroyed by an earthquake.

5. More than a thousand people died in the disaster.
6. After 2000, the weather became cooller.

7. In 2009, tourists started going to Epecuen again.

0 00 0000
0 00 00 00

8. The government has now re-built the resort.
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READING 2 (Iltems 9 — 14) [12 marks]

Read the text. Then complete the task.

It was Thursday afternoon and | had gone to the bank as usual to withdraw some
money, so that | could do my shopping. | was waiting patiently in the queue when
suddenly two men with masks pulled over their heads, rushed in through the door and
began shooting and waving guns in the air.
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One of them shouted: “This is a robbery! Just do what we say, and you won't get
hurt!” The other robber ordered us to lie face down on the floor. | was so scared that at
first | even couldn’t move. But a woman helped me down to the ground where all the

customers were gathered.

| kept expecting to hear the sound of a police car coming to the rescue, but there was
only silence. The cashiers remained very calm. | suppose they are trained to deal with
such a situation. They put the contents of their cashboxes into a bag that the robbers
had pushed over the counter to them.

The two masked men grabbed the bag, and just as suddenly as they had entered,
they left the building. | could see through the window as they jumped into a white car
which was waiting by the main entrance. Minutes later, the police arrived. Some of
them immediately drove around the area to see if they could catch the robbers. Others
stayed in the bank, and tried to calm us down, so that they could interview us and get

whatever information they could. Nobody was allowed to leave.

After an hour, a police officer spoke to me. | was still a bit shaken, but was able to

tell him about what | had seen. He was especially interested in my description of the
robbers’ car. After that, | went straight home. | didn't feel like going to the supermarket
any more — and, anyway, | didn’t have any money! That night, | carefully locked all my
doors and windows before going to bed.
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READING 2 (cont'd)

For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS).

9. What (exactly) was the writer doing when the robbers arrived?
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10. How many robbers came into the bank?

11. What did they force the customers to do?

12. How did the bank staff react?

13. What useful information did the writer give to the police?

14. After she had been interviewed, where did she go?

Do not write in this space
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WRITING 1 [10 marks]

Write a PARAGRAPH about Sherlock Holmes. Use the picture and ALL the information
in the box. Your writing should be correct and well-organised.

Sherlock Holmes

brilliant detective/ highly intelligent
written/ Arthur Conan Doyle
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clear observation/ logical thinking
interested/ science
focus/ work/ never married
Dr Watson/ best friend/ help
hero/ stories/ 1890's

solve/ difficult cases

Do not write in this space
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Do not write in this space
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WRITING 2 [10 marks]
Complete the following task. Write at least 75 words.

Situation: Imagine that you are Nasser/Nasra. You have just seen this advert:

FOR SALE
Second-hand car

Contact: Hahad/Fathiya

e-mail: fzedjali21@gmail.com

You are interested in buying the car, but you need more specific information about it.
Write an e-mail asking for this information and suggesting a meeting.

Your writing should be polite and clear.

Do not write in this space
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Do not write in this space
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WRITING 3 [15 marks]
Complete the following task. Write at least 100 words.

Write a story which ends with the words:

n

"I collapsed onto my bed, and fell asleep immediately.

Your writing should be lively and interesting.
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Do not write in this space
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Do not write in this space
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WRITING 4 [15 marks]
Write at least 100 words on the following topic:

‘The pros and cons of having lots of brothers and sisters’

Your writing should be well-organised and interesting.
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Do not write in this space
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[ End of Examination ]

Do not write in this space
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Do not write in this space
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Do not write in this space
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READING 1 (8 mks) READING 2 (12 mks)

TRUE FALSE

1 & L 9. waiting/ queuing (at the bank)

2, L) (] 10. 2/ two

3. o o 11. lie down/ lie on the floor/ lie face down

4. ) @ 12. calm(ly) OR handed over the money

b o a2 13.  (about the)(white)(getaway)(robbers’) car
6. o L =) 14. home

7. @ o

8 o @

Notes: One mark each.
Responses must be indicated

clearly.

Notes: Two marks each. Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is
not required, but answers must be cleary and convineingly correct.
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The wording of the descriptors in the relevant Rating Scale should form the basis of all
decisions (and discussions) on the marks to be awarded.

There may well be different individual ways of approaching a task or interpreting a picture (or set
of pictures), but a basic requirement for all answers is that they are relevant.

If answers are clearly not relevant and the student has clearly not attempted the task that was
set, no marks should be awarded.

However, if a student has genuinely attempted the task, but their answer is only partly
relevant, then a reduced mark (not zero) should be awarded.

WRITING 1 (10 mks)

10

— Presents all the information* fully and clearly.
— Writing is well-organised and coherent. Only minor language errors.

— Presents most of the information* clearly enough.
- Language is mostly correct, despite a few noticeable errors.

- Presents a reasonable amount of information*, but with some gaps or lack of clarity.
— Language is reasonably correct, but writing sometimes lacks coherence.

- Manages to present anly a limited amount of information®; important points are missing or
unclear.
— Language contains frequent errors, some of which obscure meaning.

- A very feeble attempt at the task, presenting very little information™.
— Language used is extremely limited and/or seriously distorted.

MNo attempt at the task: EITHER Irrelevant (Not related to the picture or to the information

provided) OR Just copied from the Q-paper OR Hardly any writing at all, or not written in
English OR Complete nonsense.

* See both the picture and the information points provided.
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— Impact on intended reader is very positive.

- Writing clearly succeeds in achieving its purpose.

- Uses language which is appropriate to the reader and context.

— A fair range of structures and vecabulary, with a good level of accuracy.

— Impact on intended reader is fairly positive.

- Writing has reasonable success in achieving its purpose.

— There are clear attempts to use language appropriate to the reader and context.
— Grammar and vocabulary are reasonably correct, though limited in ranga.

— Impact on intended reader is mixed.

— Writing has partially achieved its main purpose, but.

— Some of the language used is inappropriate to the reader and context.

— There is a noticeable lack of accuracy in the use of grammar and vocabulary.

— Impact on intended reader is rather negative.

- Writing only has very limited success in achieving its purpose.

— There is little evidence of any attempt to use appropriate language.
— Grammar/\Vocabulary contain frequent serious errors.

— Impact on intended reader is very negative.

— Writing clearly fails fo achieve its intended purpose.

- There is little evidence of any attempt to use appropriate language.
— The language used is extremely limited and/or seriously distorted.

No attempt at the task: EITHER Irrelevant. (Completely unrelated to the task/ instructions)
OR Hardly any writing at all, or not written in English. OR Complete nonsense.

Note 1: The task is to write an e-mail, so students must include a greefing af the start and a closing at
the end. If they do not, they will lose marks. PROCEDURE. Each marker marks the content of the
e-mail according to the Rating Scale — then, if either the greeting or the closing are missing, deduct
two marks from fhe content-score.

MNote 2: No marks should be awarded or deducted for the address. Any addresses should be ignored.




Diploma, English ‘Elective’, Sem. 1, 2013/14, 2"! Session: Marking Gumél Jﬁ;;drh-'-ﬁﬁage4uf4

I""L_.*':. .I.J".
X

WRITING 3 (15 mks) ‘\q‘; RN
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— Tells the story fully and clearly, in a lively, interesting way, providing appmprlate details.
- The text is coherent and easy to read. Not many language errors.

12

— Tells the story clearly enough, but writing lacks interest for the reader.
— There are several noticeable language errors and the text sometimes lacks coherence.

— Manages to convey the main outline of the story, but only in a limited way.
— Language used is limited in range and/or contains quite frequent errors.

- An attempt is made to tell the story, but important peints are either missing or unclear.
- Language used is very limited and/or contains many serious errors.

— A very feeble attempt to tell the story. Very little relevant content.
— Language used is extremely limited andfor seriously distorted.

No attempti at the task: EITHER Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the topic/ task/ instructions)
OR Hardly any writing at all, or not written in English. OR Complete nonsense.

WRITING 4 (15 mks)

15

— Discusses the topic in a lively, interesting way, making effective use of supporting arguments.
- The points made by the writer are logically organised and very clear.
— Makes use of a fair range of structures and vocabulary, with a good level of accuracy.

12

- Discusses the topic reasonably well, but use of supporting arguments is not fully effective.
— The points made by the writer are reasonably well organized and mostly clear.
- Use of grammar and vocabulary is reasonably correct, though rather limited in range.

- Expresses opinions with some use of supporting arguments, but only in a limited way.
- The writer makes an attempt to organise his/her points, but this is only partly effective.
- There is a noticeable lack of accuracy in the use of grammar and vocabulary.

— Makes an attempt to discuss the topic, but the result is uncenvincing and clearly inadequate.
— Weak organization makes it difficult to follow the points being made by the writer.
— Grammar and vecabulary contain frequent serious errors.

- A very feeble attempt to discuss the topic. Very little relevant content.
— The points made by the writer are confused and disjointed.
— The language used is extremely limited and/or seriously distorted.

No attempt at the fask: EITHER Irrelevant. (Completely unrelated to the topic)
OR Hardly any writing at all, or not written in English. OR Complete nonsense.




